Learning
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Center Lo
Punxsutawney Area School District
North Findley St. Punxsutawney, PA 15767 (814) 938-5151 B & Faey e TR
April 21, 1997
MAY 1 1997

The Honorable James Quello

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

As Director of Learning Resources for our rural school district in central-
western Pennsylvania, I would like to thank you for your efforts in ensuring
that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway. Since our schools are located thirty miles from the nearest
academic library of any size (Indiana University of Pennsylvania), it is
imperative that our students have a way to obtain the necessary information
for research, class projects, and personal growth and development in terms of
career objectives and higher education. Thus, we have been doing as much as
we can to keep up with technology—a hard task considering the expense and

lack of financial resources with which we must deal as a reality of operating a
school system.

Although grant funding has made it possible for us to obtain some computers,
software, and essential networking hardware, it is imperative that we have an
economical way of utilizing the Internet and World Wide Web so our students
can gain maximum benefit from having access to technology.

The Telecommunications Act and Federal-State Joint Board Discount Plan will
guarantee that our district, which in many ways, is disadvantaged, will have
the opportunity to bring services to our classrooms where our students are

learning. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is
vital to our young people’s future.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services as soon as

possible. My colleagues and I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal services for schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

/W pe “"l%/
Gerald Giﬁé,

Director, Learning Resources
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Federal Communications Commission - =
1919 M Strect NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dcear Commissioner Ness:

WE are faculty and staff from 4/2s #ake A4S, inMaryland. We are writing in

support of the Universal Service discounts for schools and librarics that have been
recommended by the Joint Board,

We would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Acl and the Joint Board discount plan will guaranteed that even
the poorcst schuols will have the opportunity 1o connect to the Internet and provide
distancc-leaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all aur
schools, and, imporantly, the plan will bring sctvices dircctly to the classroom where
students lcarn, Yowr inclusion of internal classroom conncetions for discount iy vital
This plan is esscntial for preparing the workforee of tomorrow,

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. We urge the

FCC 1o fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal services for schools
and libraries.

Thank you.
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MippLE GEORGIA REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY

P O.Box 1148
Fort VaLLEY, GEORGIA 31030

PHONE: (912) 825-3132 DR, JackiE G. STiNCHCOMB, DIRECTOR Fax: (912) 825-
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April 25, 1997 B o L
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The Honorable Susan Ness

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am the director of a regional educational agency in the Middle Georgia
area. In the rural areas that my agency serves, it is imperative that
students have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

Our school systems need discounts for telecommunications services this

year. I urge the FCC to fully support the discount plan for universal service
for schools.

Sincere ly

Yt Tiheomd~




Millard--....

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Curriculum Offices ¢ 5606 S0. 147th St. « Omaha, NE 68137-2604 e (402) 895-8301 » (Fax) 895-8448
E {“‘ F’“ F1 o gm-_,. .y
April 21, 1997 el
The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner | MAY 1 1997
Federal Communications Commission . —
1919 “M” Street, NW, Room 844 T

Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness,

I am the Director of Secondary Education for Millard Public Schools in Omaha, Nebraska, and 1 would like to

thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

As you know, the Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The
$2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and the plan will bring services directly to the

classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital,
especially in light of all the “cuts” occurring here in Nebraska.

The “discounts” would assist us greatly in the following areas:

1.
2.

Distance Learning. In a sparsely populated state like Nebraska, distance learning connections are essential
options for increasing the curriculum available to students. If the cost is too great, this cannot happen.
Network Bandwidth. Our current data network uses a fairly low speed technology because it is less

expensive. This, in turn, limits what we can do with management software and communications technology.
We want to upgrade our system when it is affordable.

. Media Services. One specific illustration of bandwidth limitation is the information sources now available

through our media centers. We know of some other good online options, but our system is too slow to use
them. We think the situation of what we need, but cannot afford, is a similar issue for most school systems.

. Efficiency. Technology is making more current information available when needed for those who have

access. This allows decision-makers to be more productive and to make truly informed decisions. We

support the President’s goal of fixing the access problem. Anything that makes entry more affordable is a
step in the right direction.

. Student Learning, Networks are changing how everyone has access to information and expanding what is

available. It will not be acceptable if some students have this advantage and others do not.” Students need
access for their learning while in school and thinking about possible careers.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the
Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

- - ~ . e

1§, I LT 5 17 44
Stephen L. Kleinsmith, Ed.D. L0 A
Director of Secondary Education

o

Dr. Keith Lutz, Superintendent BRIPSEFIIS



2303 Trousdale Drive
Burlingame, CA 94010

Burlingame School District ot W b

Board of Trustees
April 23, 1997 P Mrs. Jean Fiske

o e Mr. Steven Glick
B £ Mrs. Laurie Hoffman
Mrs. Mary Peros

MAY 1 1997 Mrs. Lisa Rosenthal

Susan Ness, Commissioner _ MR. ROBERT E. BEUTHEL
Federal Communications Commission ’ cart s SUPERINTENDENT

1919 M Street, NW Room 832

Washington, C.D. 20554

1

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

| am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Program. |
am a locally elected school board member from the Burlingame School District, and | would like

to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
impiementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools
across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services
directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important
to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount
program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be
eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As | am sure you are

aware, this program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of
tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. | urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the

proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universai service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely, .

M.1 97.8 : I IR RN

49 30140
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DELANO UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
1405 - 12th Avenue, Delano, California 93215 (805) 721-5000 Fax (805) 725-2446

April 21, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

[ am writing to you in regards to the federal “E-Rate” Telecommunications discount Program. I am the
Superintendent of Delano Union Elementary School District, and 1 would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

It is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount
program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be
eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. Also, I urge you to include

Frame Relay Connections as part of this discount program. This is an essential technology that was
omitted from the original proposal.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need these

discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully

support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely, ’

=y

=~

W (/\) =
Dr. Milton Woolsey

District Superintendent

5 W11
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G. Herbert Wadley, Ed. D.
Superintendent

1376 Piedmont Road
San Jose, CA 95132-2498

Phone: (408)-823-1800
Fax. (408) 259-3869

April 23, 1997

Susan Ness, Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

This letter is in reference to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. As
Superintendent of the Berryessa Union School District in the Santa Clara Valley, I would like to
express my district's support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation. '

All schools should have the same access to the Internet and the ability to provide distance-learning
opportunities for their students whether they be low wealth districts or districts more socially and
economically well off. The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board
discount plan will guarantee that all schools will have this opportunity. The $2.25 billion a year
will address the needs of schools across the country. More importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunication services directly to the classrooms where it can have the greatest impact on
students. The size of the Universal Service Fund should not be reduced nor the elimination of the
inclusion discounts for internal classroom connections. This program is essential for the future
role of students in the work force while developing positive attitudes toward education.

The "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students
need these discounts for services this year. I urge you and other FCC commissioners to fully
support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final zegulations
regarding the discount plan for universal service for all schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

G. Herbert Wadley, Ed. D. T RERE 4
Superintendent b - &

Lt LIS
VRIS RN

cc: Board of Trustees 2350440
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PORT ROYAL ELEMENTARY

P.O. Box 68 / 1214 Paris Avenue
Port Royal, South Carolina 29935
(803) 525-4235

Charting Our Course FAX (803) 525-4238

Dr. Melissa Sheppard

Mrs. Kay Keeler
Principal Lead Teacher '
April 21, 1997
& -& Bl gt
i i {:j F R
MAY 1 1997
Susan Ness, Commissioner

_ Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N. W., Room 832
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Commissioner:

We are currently teachers in the Beaufort County School District, Beaufort
County, SC. We would like to share with you our desire

that you continue
to support affordable access to the Information Superhighway through the
Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discuount plan to
schools.

Your support of the discount plan will guarantee that even the

poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance learning opportunities

In order to ensure that all of our students have the opportunity to learn
services directly to the classroom are needed

Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts is very important to prepearing our

students for the world of tomorrow

Our school is undergoing a technology
integration plan which will ensure access to a variety of multi-media
opportunities. We need the deep discounts in telecommunications in order to

continue to provide them with informational access that will prepare them
for the future. We strongly urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board'

discuount plan for universal service for schools
B )
Thank you.

=
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Sincerely,
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Fox CHAPEL AREA
SCHOOL DISTRICT

COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE

RECE! =
The Honorable Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commuission MAY 1 1997
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commuissioner Ness:

I am the Technology Coordinator for the Fox Chapel Area School District, outside of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. We have been connected to the Internet for five years. I would like to thank you
for your commitment to ensure that ali schools and libraries have affordable access to the
emerging Information Highway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan offers us the
necessary incentive to move ahead with our community access network that will link our students
to the larger community, including the regional community library system. The $2.25 billion a
year will address the needs of all our schools and community members as we envision FOXCAN -
the Fox Chapel Community Access Network. In our plan for next year we will develop a
connection to a satellite library located in a family center site that serves our poorest students.

Without the cost reductions promised by the discount plan neither our community library nor the
Fox Chapel Area School District will be able to offer this service.

Our students and community members need deep discounts for telecommunications services. 1

urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Norton Gusky/ |
721/\,%[7 7%&4/{@{
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353 PHOME 218-828-3506 WINNFIELD. LOUISIANA 71483

April 21, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mrs. Ness:

I am principal of Winnfield Senior High School in Winn Parish, Louisiana. I would like to thank

you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will allow even the
poorest schools to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. This
proposed budget will address the needs of all schools and provide funding directly to classrooms.

Winnfield Senior High School will use the discounts to access the Internet through our local area
network. The Winnfield Senior High School Technology plan and the Winn Parish Technology

Plan provide for computers with Internet access in every classroom within the next three years.
All of our schools have at least two dial-up accounts.

We need discounts for telecommunications in order to better prepare our students for the
workplace of the next century. I would like to encourage the FCC to fully support the Joint
Board’s discount plan for universal service to schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

r. Jane Griffin
Principal
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April 21, 1997 -
MAY 1
The Honorable Susan Ness e 1997'

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mrs. Ness:

I am principal of Winnfield Senior High School in Winn Parish, Louisiana. I would like to thank

you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will allow even the
poorest schools to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. This
proposed budget will address the needs of all schools and provide funding directly to classrooms.

Winnfield Senior High School will use the discounts to access the Internet through our local area
network. The Winnfield Senior High School Technology plan and the Winn Parish Technology

Plan provide for computers with Internet access in every classroom within the next three years.
All of our schools have at least two dial-up accounts.

We need discounts for telecommunications in order to better prepare our students for the
workplace of the next century. I would like to encourage the FCC to fully support the Joint
Board’s discount plan for universal service to schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

r. Jane Griffin
Principal
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Commissioner Susan Ness P B O
Federal Communications Commission Laicn ey e /”3‘
1919 M Strect NW . < . )
Washington, DC 20554 o
A
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
Dcar Commissioner Ness:

Jenyider di\em entary
WE are faculty and staff from C_har les uw}‘yin Maryland. We are writing in

support of the Universal Service discounts for schools and libraries thut have been
recommended by the Joint Board.

We would like to thank you for your dedication in cnsuring that all schools and libraries
will have affordable access 1o the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plun will guaranteed that cven
the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distancc-lcarning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, und, importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students Icarn.  Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discount is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications scrvices this year. We urge the

FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal services for schools
and libraries.




HUMAN RESOURCES

SIERRA SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT i rmsoumces.

Bruce Auld

(760) 375-3363

(760) 375-4852

3 FAX 3785-3338

.] INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES

; Perry Hayes

(760)375-3923
FAX 378-1989

BUSINESS SERVICES
Michael H. McGrath
(760) 375-4340

AR

‘ FAX 375-4562
SPECIAL PROJECTS

. Howard N. Smith
District Office: 113 Felspar Avenue, Ridgecrest, CA 93555-3589 (760) 375.3923
April 21, 1997 FAX 375-1959

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

I am writing to you in regard to the federal "E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Program. 1
am superintendent of Sierra Sands Unified School District, and I would like to express my
strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to
provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of
schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications
services directly to the classrooms where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is
important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the
discount program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections
should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. AsI

am sure you are aware, this program is essential for preparing our students to enter the work
force of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue, and our students
need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the

proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

%!J
Sincerely, -
[ soveid
Bruce Auld SoLE E
Superintendent = 7
BA:pl =

An Equal Opportunity Employer



INYO COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION S huomtion

PATRICIA CALLOWAY

Ken Baker ‘ SCOTT DUDLEY

County Superintendent of Schools EMILIE MARTIN

: ROBERT VILARDI

April 21,1997 o ERMA WRIGHT
The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to you in regard to the federal “E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am the technology coordinator for the Inyo County Office of Education,

and I would like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed
regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount
plan will guarantee that even small, rural schools like those in our county will have
access to the Internet and the ability to provide the kinds of distance-learning
opportunities that could make all the difference to students in remote areas of the
country like ours. The plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to
remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the
discount program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom
connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal service

Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is essential for preparing
our students to enter the work force of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our
students need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. | urge you
and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the

Joint board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan
for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

W g 7?7

Lo Lyness, €oorflinator

135 South Jackson Street P.O. Drawer G, Independence, CA 93526-0607
Administrative/instructionat Services (619) 878-2426 800-421-6779
Business Services (619) 878-2428 800-222-0062

03413038
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STEEL VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
District Administrative Offices
April 22, 1997
The Honorable Susan Ness - K e S AR
Federal Communications Commission ] S
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844 MAY 1" 1997,

Washington, DC 20554 o
Dear Commissioner Ness:

By way of introduction, my name is John Tichon and I am the Director of
Secondary Education for Steel Valley School District in Munhall, Pennsylvania.
On behalf of our administrators, staff and students, I would like to thank you for all
the time and effort you have spent in ensuring that all schools and libraries will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway by way of the
Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan.

The Internet is a remarkable learning tool; however, our district has suffered
extreme revenue losses due to the closing of United States Steel's Homestead Plant
and other subsequent closings of area industry/business, thus making it very
difficult for us to pay the toll to the Superhighway. The Internet, and our district's
current involvment in a School-to-Work collaborative, are excellent means to
better prepare our students for the workforce of tomorrow. Discounts received for
telecommunications services would be a tremendous help in being able to provide

our students with the opportunities they need to become life-long learners and
productive citizens.

T urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service
for schools and libraries which would mean so much to poorer districts such as

ours.
- e
Sincerely, = .
™~
L e D
- ZI T
- NS M
[ - 2
1 -y 7 [ T m
. _— =@
John J. Tichon S
-3

E. OLIVER ROAD MUNHALL, PENNSYLVANIA 15120 (412) 464-3619
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Baldwin-Whitehall School District L c QQJY‘S

Administration Office: 4900 Curry Road * Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15236-1898
Telephone: (412) 884-6300 + FAX: (412) 885-7802 « TTY: (412) 885-6630

Charles H. Faust Dorothy J. Walsh John W. Frombach
Superintendent of Schools Assistant Superintendent Director of Services

412-885-7810 412-885-7572 412-885-7580

Thomas E. Richey Karen J. Williams William M. Santel

Superuisor of Elementary C & 1 Supervisor of Special Education Business Manager/ Board Setretary
412-885-7582 412-885-7583 412-885-7575 =

April 22, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner o
Federal Communication Commission MAY 1 1997
1919 M Street, N.W. Room 844 o

Washington, DC 20554

“ym
e

Dear Commissioner Ness:

On May 8, 1997, when you vote on the FCC Federal State Joint Boards
recommendation to provide significant discounts for all telecommunications services including
connections within each classroom, you will have the opportunity to guarantee that all students
have an equal opportunity to benefit from our nations technological advancements. This will

prove to be a major step in the efforts to prepare students for their future in which 60% of the
jobs will require computer skills.

As a school superintendent, I can assure you that the proposed discounts would provide
a major thrust to our efforts to integrate technology into the curriculum. We are committed to
providing our students with the computer skills that business demand and that our workforce
will need to maintain our competitiveness in a global economy.

I encourage you to support the plan to provide discounts to schools for all
telecommunications services including internal connections. This action will open the door of
opportunity for every student in our country and help to prepare our workforce of the future.

Sincerely yours,

-~

" Charles H. Faust
Superintendent of Schools

An Equal Opportunity Employer



West A"eqhenq Schodl District

FINDLAY TOWNSHIP ¢ NORTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP « QAKDALE BOROUGH
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April 23, 1997 1
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner BN N R e
Federal Communications Commission _ ) =
1919 M. Street, N. W. Room 844 MAY 1 1997. =
Washington DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

On May 8, 1997, when you vote on the FCC Federal State Joint Boards
recommendation to provide significant discounts for all telecommunications services,

including connections within each classroom, you will have the opportunity to guarantee
that all students have an equal opportunity to benefit from our nations technological

advancements. This will prove to be a major step in the efforts to prepare students for
their future in which 60% of the jobs will require computer skills.

As a school superintendent, | can assure you that the proposed discounts would
provide a major thrust to our efforts to integrate technology into the curriculum. We are
committed to providing our students with the computer skills that businesses demand
and that our workforce will need to maintain our competitiveness in a global economy.

| encourage you to support the plan to provide discounts to schools for all
telecommunications services, including internal connections. This action will open the

door of opportunity for every student in our country and help to prepare our workforce
of the future.

o

Superintendent

RJB:rs

Dr. Reggie J. Bonfield, Superintendent « P.O. Box 55 « Imperial, PA 15126 « (412) 695-3422

An eaual opportunity school district
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BROAD RIVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Rt. 3, Box 357

Beaufort, SC 29902
(803) 525-4300

Melissa Patterson-Sheppard . Mark Mansell
Principal Assistant Principal

!
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" Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission .
1919 M. Street, N. W., Room 832 b
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner:

We are currently teachers in the Beaufort County School District, Beaufort
County, SC. We would like to share with you our desire that you continue
to support affordable access to the Information Superhighway through the

Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount

plan to
schools.

Your support of the discount plan will guarantee that even the
poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Intermet and
provide distance learning opportunities.

In order to ensure that all of our students have the opportunity to learn,
services directly to the classroom are needed. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts is very important to prepearing our
students for the world of tomorrow. Our school is undergoing a technology
integration plan which will ensure access to a variety of multi-media
opportunities. We need the deep discounts in telecommunications in order to
continue to provide them with informational access that will prepare them

for the future. We strongly urge the FCC to fully support the 301nt Board's
discuount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

1

Faculty of Broad River Elementary School: ) ;
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1830 Nogales Street Governing Board
P.O. Box 8490 : Jerre Davenport
Rowland Heights > Peter H. Lamphere
CA 91748 Mary Jo Maxwel
. Wal
(818) 965-2541 Pa&'efogva\fjrs
(Fax) 854-8302 ¥
ROWLH"D Dr. Ronald J. Leon,
Office of the Superintendent UMIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT Superintendent
April 22, 1997
3 T S v
The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner Tk
Federal Communications Commission MAY | 1997
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844 | !
Washington, DC 20554 i
(e
Dear Honorable Ness:

On behalf of the Rowland Unified School District, in Los Angeles County, California, I urge you to support
the proposed “e-rate” for our schools.

Affordable access to the Information Superhighway is one important educational tool needed to prepare
California students for the job market of the next century.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all school
districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-leaming opportunities.

The $2.25 billion a year will bring technology/telecommunication access into the classroom. Your inclusion
of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.

Rowland Unified is committed to bringing the world into our classrooms and extending student learning

experiences beyond the confines of the school. Deep discounts for telecommunication services will enable
this effort to move forward in 1997 and future years.

[ urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount pian for universal service for schools, aud ihiank
you for your support of our future citizens.

Sincerely, '
Ronald J. Leon, Ed.D.
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c: Board of Education

Mission: To inspire and educate individuals to realize their dreams and fulfill their responsibilities to society. We proudty join
the parents and community in preparing each generation to meet the challenges of today and tomorrow.



PENNSBURY SCHOOL DISTRICT

134 Yardley Avenue o Post Office Box 338
Fallsington, Pennsylvania 19058-0338
Telephone: (215) 428-4100

& §f1 FAX: (215) 428-4270

RALPH M. NUZZOLO
Acting Superintendent

April 22, 1997 =
=

The Honorable Susan Ness =
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45 e

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am the Director of Information Technology for the Pennsbury School District in Fallsington,
Bucks County, PA.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee
that all schools have the opportunity to connect to the Information Superhighway and with
distance learning opportunities, thus bringing services directlv to the classroom where
students learn. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Pennsbury School District is embarking on a major technology program that is currently
limited by funding. We are unable to address a number of instructional requirements because
of the costs necessary to build the infrastructure. We are planning to use the services of the
local cable company t connect our 16 buildings, and we hope to use an Internet Service
Provider and telecommunication lines to extend Internet to the classrooms. Currently, only
one lab and the library in each school have any type of data cabling. The Telecommunications
Act of 1996 provides for deep discounts for schools for telecommunication services, and
enacting these discounts could make a significant difference in our project. Please recognize
the positive impact such discounts could have on the implementation of our technology
program. The actions you take at the FCC can considerably assist us in achieving our goals.

Thank you for your commitment to ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable
access to the Internet. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for

universal service for schools and libraries.
Sincerel K

A. Richard Wilson, Interim Director
Information Technology
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MAY 1 1997
Susan Ness, Commissioner :
Federal Communications Commission '

1919 M Street, NW, Room 832

Washington, D.C. 20554

IR

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

As locally elected trustees of the Palmdalé School District, we wish to indicate to you

our strong support for the proposed $2.25 billion "E-Rate” Telecommunications
Discount Program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee all schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to tap into
other distance-learning opportunities. The plan will bring telecommunications directly to
the classrooms, where they can have a greater impact on students. The inclusion of

discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the
Universal Service Fund be reduced.

We urge you and the FCC Commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the
Joint Board.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Velma M. Trosin, Board President hefdoh Epstein, Board Ylember
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Lafry Logsﬁf Board Member

Frederick C. Thompson, Boafd Clerk

Helen Acosta, Board’Member
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8}» BUENA PARK SCHOOL DISTRICT

April 22, 1997

Commissioner Susan Ness

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room #844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

MAY 1

1997

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am a locally-elected school board member from Buena Park School District and I

would like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing
its implementation. .

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to
the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to
remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program.
Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be
eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service fund be reduced. As I am sure you are
aware, this program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Disccunt Program is desperately oveidue and oui
students need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the
other FCC commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve

the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
Sincerely,
. ) e :,
77 @%Ncu//b%\,

Mary Fuhrman

Governing Board Member
MF/jm

5885 ORANGETHORPE AVE. ¢ BUENA PARK, CA 90620-1398 » (714) 522-8412 » FAX(714)994-1306

GOVERNING BOARD
Uoyd G. Davis
President
Elizabeth Swikt
ClerkPresident Pre Tem
Mary Fuhrman
~Member
B. Buck Levine
Meriber
Lori Niglsery
Member

Carol Holmes Riley. E4D.
Supenriendent

George Comrell. Ph.D

Assisigni Superintendent.
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Cindy M. Stewart, Ed.D.
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"*"WHERE YOUNG MINDS MEET OPEN DOORS"™

April 22, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness L L
Commissioner I
Federal Communications Commission ‘

1919 M Street, NW, Room 832 MAY 1 1997

Washington, D.C. 20554
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45 Sl

Dear Commissioner Ness:

| am writing to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all students will have affordable
access to the internet and distance-learning opportunities. As Superintendent of Santee School
District, a suburban district in San Diego county, | personally lend my strong support for the

“E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms. This program is essential for preparing
our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow. Santee School District is a small district with
approximately 8,400 students and our Board of Education is dedicated to a plan for wiring
classrooms and purchasing computer workstations. We are committed to providing our
students with the best learning environment and tools available. The “E-Rate” Telecommuni-
cations Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need these discounts for
telecommunications services this year. | urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fuily
support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations
regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration.

=
Sincerely, ! =
Marcia J. Johnson // o
Superintendent —_ O
MJJ:as ‘.:?:

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Cathy Abel, Dianne El-Hajj, Julie Mcntosh, Sandy Pugliese, Barbara Ryan
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT: Marcia J. Johnson
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DOCKET FILE cOpY ORIGINAL KEYSTONE
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KEYSTONE OAKS SCHOOL DISTRICT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 1000 KELTON AVENUE, PITTSBURGH, PA 152162487 « 412/671-6000 SCHOOLS

April 28, 1997 ”"‘ =
' o

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner MAY 1 1997 i
Federal Communications Commission o
1919 M Street NW Room 844 fore L .
Washington, DC 20554 o

RE: CC DOCKET NO. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

On May 8, 1997, when you vote on the FCC Federal State Joint Board’s
recommendation to provide significant discounts for all telecommunication
services including connections within each classroom, you will have the
opportunity to guarantee that all students have an equal opportunity to
benefit from our nation’s technological advancements. This will prove to be a
major step in the effort to prepare students for their future in which sixty
percent of the jobs will require computer skills.

As a school superintendent, I can assure you that the proposed discounts
would provide a major thrust to our effort to integrate technology into the
curriculum. We are committed to providing our students with the computer
skills that business demands and that our work force will need to maintain our
competitiveness in a global economy. The Keystone Oaks School District
possesses a significant infrastructure for all students to use technology in the
learning process. Our major cost will be line access charges.

I encourage you to support the plan to provide discounts to schools for all
telecommunication services including internal connections. This action will
open the door of opportunity for every student in our country and help to

prepare our work force of the future.

Chet C. Kent, Ph.D., J.D.
Superintendent
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KEYSTONE OAKS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT



CORNELL SCHOOL DISTRICT
1099 MAPLE STREET e« CORAOPOLIS, PENNSYLVANIA 15108

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Orlando A. Falcione, Superintendent Administrative ... vemennnen 412-264-5010
Dennis J. Johnson, Principai Senior High School 412-264-5012
Junior High School 412-264-5313
Elementary School 412-264-7503
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FAX 412-264-1445

MAY 1 1907A4Pril 22,1997

The Honorable James Quello

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 844
Washington DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45
Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am the Technology Coordinator for the Cornell School District and I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest
schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25
billion a year will address the needs of all our schools and, importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The Cornell School District is one of the smallest districts in Pennsylvania and is also among this area’s poorest. By
connecting every classroom to the wealth of information available via the Internet we can begin to level the playing
field between the haves and the have-nots. This year we are embarking on an ambitious technology plan that will
connect all of the classrooms in our schools to an intemal network. By accessing reduced cost connections with the
Information Superhighway, we can leverage the power of the computers to effectively enable our students to learn.
Through an aggressive evening access program, we can offer the community at large an opportunity to access this
information and improve their skills more effectively than through any other means. Cornell School District is
taking the first steps towards a better-educated, more employable population. Reduced access to the Information
Superhighway is a critical component to the success of our project.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. Turge the FCC to fully support the
Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for schoois and libraries.

s Cordially,

37y

e Kenneth J Norris

"3 Technology Coordinator

The Cornelt Schoot District, an equa! opportunity employer, will not discriminate in employment, educational programs or activities, based on race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, age, ancestry, physical disability or union membership. This policy of nondiscrimination extends to all other legally protected classifications. Publication
of this policy in this document is in accordance with state and federal laws including Title X of the Education Amendments of 1972 and Sections 503 and 504 of the
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